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Causes of unemployment 
 

1. ZĞĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�͚�ĂƵƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�Unemployment͛�ƐĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉĞƌ<ŝŶĚ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͘� 
2. Read each of the stories below.  
3. Determine the cause of unemployment in each story.  
4. Write your own imaginary story of someone who experienced 

unemployment for one of the reasons listed on the SuperKind website.  
5. Swap your story with the person next to you and ask them to guess why 

your imaginary person experienced unemployment.  
 

Ola  
WheŶ�KůĂ�ǁĂƐ�ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ŚĞƌ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ǀĞƌǇ�ƉŽŽƌ͘�,Ğƌ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ�ǁĂƐ�ƐŝĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�
go to work. Her father worked as a farmer and did not earn enough money to look after 
ŚŝƐ�ĨŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŝƐ�ǁŝĨĞ͛Ɛ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ͘�/ŶƐƚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�Kla 
had to help her father out on the farm. This meant Ola missed out on the opportunity to 
ůĞĂƌŶ�ůŽƚƐ�ŽĨ�ǀĂůƵĂďůĞ�ƐŬŝůůƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͘�EŽǁ�KůĂ�ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŬŝůůƐ�Žƌ�
knowledge to apply for good jobs.  
 
Ola is unemployed because of  _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  
 
John  
John grew up on a farm. His mother, father, and grandparents had all been farmers and 
when John turned 18, he was expected to start working on the farm. His job was to milk 
the cows, and he was very good at it. But when John was 42, the farm on which he 
worked decided to start using machines to milk the cows instead. John lost his job.  
 
John is unemployed because his  _ _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ .  
 
Miranda  
DŝƌĂŶĚĂ�ŚĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐƐ�ĚĞŐƌĞĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�h<͛Ɛ�ƚŽƉ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚŝĞƐ͘�^ŚĞ�ŝƐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŚŝŐŚůǇ�
qualified. She is also friendly and hard-working. When Miranda was 13 years old, she had 
a skiing accident and now uses a wheelchair to get around. Miranda applied to more than 
30 desk-based jobs but none of her applications were successful.  
 
Miranda is unemployed because of  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 
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